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Midweek Advent Evening Prayer 

30 November 2022      3:30 and 7:00 P.M. 
 
Pre-worship Pondering:  —Johann G. Olearius 

Come, O precious Ransom, come, only Hope for sinful mortals! 
Come, O Savior of the world!  Open are to You all portals. 
Come, Your beauty let us view; anxiously we wait for You. 

Enter now my waiting heart, glorious King and Lord most holy. 
Dwell in me and ne’er depart, though I am but poor and lowly. 

Ah, what riches will be mine when You are my guest divine! 

 
Come, Lord Jesus!  Come! 

 
Hymn #2* 
 

Remain seated. 
Service of Light  M=pastor.  C=congregation. 
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♫♪ Congregation sings: (tune:CW586) 
O gracious Light, Lord Jesus Christ, 
   in You the Father’s glory shone. 
Immortal, holy, blest is He, 
   and blest are You, His only Son. 

 
Prayer of the Day 
Pastor: Almighty God: Grant us, with Your marvelous promises, a trust 

equally as marvelous, both in You and in Your goodness to come.  
Lord Jesus: Grant us, with this marvelous trust, a delight equally as 
marvelous, to walk in Your light until the day when You come in 
glory.  Holy Spirit: Grant us with this marvelous delight, a serving 
attitude equally as marvelous, so that all we do conveys our joy and 
trust, and our God’s great faithfulness! 

Congregation: Triune God, drive the darkness from our hearts 
and fill us with Your light.  Amen. 

 
All four blue candles on the Advent Wreath are lit. 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
P: We prayed for our God to drive back the darkness.  By lighting the 

candles on our Advent wreath, we symbolize God’s activity.  He 
drove back the darkness of ignorance by sending Jesus to be our 
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Teacher.  He drove back the darkness of sin by sending Jesus to be 
our Savior.  He drives back the darkness of our recurring unbelief 
by sending Jesus, the Light of the world, into our hearts through His 
promises.  He keeps the path to heaven well-lit by His Word. 

♫♪ Congregation (sings):    (tune:CW586) 
Now sunset comes, but light shines forth; 
   the lamps are lit to pierce the night. 
Praise Father, Son, and Spirit: God 
   who dwells in the eternal light. 

 
Scripture Lesson Luke 1:5-25 NIV (selected) 
   5In the time of Herod king of Judea there was a priest named 
Zechariah…; his wife Elizabeth was also a descendant of Aaron. 
6Both of them were upright in the sight of God, observing all the 
Lord’s commandments and regulations blamelessly. 7But they 
had no children, because Elizabeth was barren; and they were 
both well along in years. 
   8…Zechariah….was serving as priest before God… 10And 
when the time for the burning of incense came, all the assembled 
worshipers were praying outside. 
   11Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing at the 
right side of the altar of incense. 12When Zechariah saw him, he 
was startled and was gripped with fear. 13But the angel said to 
him: “Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been heard.  
Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you are to give him 
the name John. 14He will be a joy and delight to you, and many 
will rejoice because of his birth, 15for he will be great in the sight 
of the Lord.  He is never to take wine or other fermented drink, 
and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit even from birth. 
16Many of the people of Israel will he bring back to the Lord 
their God. 17And he will go on before the Lord, in the spirit and 
power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to their children 
and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous—to make 
ready a people prepared for the Lord.” 
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   18Zechariah asked the angel, “How can I be sure of this?  I am 
an old man and my wife is well along in years.” 
   19The angel answered, “I am Gabriel.  I stand in the presence 
of God, and I have been sent to speak to you and to tell you this 
good news. 20And now you will be silent and not able to speak 
until the day this happens, because you did not believe my 
words, which will come true at their proper time.” 
   21Meanwhile, the people were waiting for Zechariah and 
wondering why he stayed so long in the temple. 22When he came 
out, he could not speak to them.  They realized he had seen a 
vision in the temple, for he kept making signs to them but 
remained unable to speak. 
   23When his time of service was completed, he returned home. 
24After this his wife Elizabeth became pregnant… 25“The Lord 
has done this for me,” she said.  “In these days he has shown his 
favor and taken away my disgrace among the people.” 
 

Response 
P: The Lord will come again in glory.   
C: The Spirit and the Church cry out: Come, Lord Jesus, 

come! 

♫♪ C (sings):     Oh, come, Desire of nations, bind (tune:CW23) 
   in one the hearts of all mankind. 
Oh, bid our sad divisions cease 
   and be Yourself the king of Peace. 
Rejoice!  Rejoice! 
   Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel! 

 
Scripture Lesson Luke 1:26-46 NIV (selected) 
   26In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, 
27to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph.  The 
virgin’s name was Mary. 28The angel said, “Greetings, you who 
are highly favored!  The Lord is with you.” 
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   29Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what 
kind of greeting this might be. 30But the angel said, “Do not be 
afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God. 31You will give 
birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus. 32He 
will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High.  The 
Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David, 33and 
He will reign over the house of Jacob forever; His kingdom 
will never end.” 
   34“How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a 
virgin?” 
   35The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, 
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you.  So the 
Holy One to be born will be called the Son of God. 36Even 
Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, 
and she who was said to be barren is in her sixth month. 37For 
nothing is impossible with God.” 
   39At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill 
country of Judea, 40where she entered Zechariah’s home and 
greeted Elizabeth. 41When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the 
baby leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy 
Spirit. 42In a loud voice she exclaimed: “Blessed are you among 
women, and blessed is the child you will bear! 43But why am I so 
favored, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 44As 
soon as the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the baby in 
my womb leaped for joy. 45Blessed is she who has believed that 
what the Lord has said to her will be accomplished!” 
   46And Mary [praised the Lord]. 
 
Song of Mary (The Magnificat—Luke 1:46-55) Hymn #274 
 
Scripture Lesson Luke 1:56-80 NIV (selected) 
   56Mary stayed with Elizabeth for about three months and 
then returned home.  
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   57When it was time for Elizabeth to have her baby, she gave 
birth to a son. 58Her neighbors and relatives heard that the 
Lord had shown her great mercy, and they shared her joy. 
   59On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and 
they were going to name him after his father Zechariah, 60but 
his mother spoke up and said, “No! He is to be called John.” 
   61They said to her, “There is no one among your relatives 
who has that name.” 
   62Then they made signs to his father, to find out what he 
would like to name the child. 63He asked for a writing tablet, 
and to everyone’s astonishment he wrote, “His name is John.” 
64Immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue was 
loosed, and he began to speak, praising God. 65The neighbors 
were all filled with awe, and throughout the hill country of 
Judea people were talking about all these things. 66Everyone 
who heard this wondered about it, asking, “What then is this 
child going to be?”  For the Lord’s hand was with him. 
   80And the child grew and became strong in spirit; and he 
lived in the desert until he appeared publicly to Israel. 
 
Response 
P: It is a joyful thing to proclaim Your greatness and to rejoice in You, 

Lord Jesus, our Savior.  You remembered Your promise to Abraham 
and came to rescue Your people. 

C: You have made us part of Your people by giving us the 
same faith as Abraham.  Holy is Your name.  Amen. 

 
Song of Zechariah (The Benedictus—Luke 1:67-75) Hymn #275 
 
Sermon Psalm 51:15 
O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare your praise. 

Open Before Christmas: Open Your Mouth 
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Our LES Students Sing (3:30) PreK – Grade 8 

1. O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by. 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light. 
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 

4. O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray. 
Cast out our sin and enter in; be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell. 
Oh, come to us, abide with us, our Lord Immanuel! 

 
Hymn (7:00) #12* 
 
Prayers of the Church 
P: Merciful God, protect us through the silent hours of this coming night,  
C: so that we who are wearied by the changes and chances of 

this fleeting world may rest in Your eternal changelessness. 
P: On the morrow, O Lord, support us all day long, till the shadows 

lengthen   and the evening comes again   and the busy world is 
hushed   and the fever of life is over   and our work is done. 

C: Then in Your mercy, grant us a safe lodging   and a holy 
rest   and peace at the last. 

P: O God our Father, by Your mercy and might, the world turns safely 
into darkness and returns again to light.  We place into Your hands 
our unfinished tasks, our unsolved problems, and our unfulfilled 
hopes, knowing that only what You bless will prosper. 

C: To Your great love and protection, we commit each other 
and all those we love, knowing that You alone are our sure 
defender. 

P: Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who watch or work or weep this 
night, and give Your angels charge over those who sleep. 

C: Tend the sick, give rest to the weary, pity the afflicted, 
soothe the suffering, bless the dying—all for Your love’s 
sake, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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Close of Service  tune: Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel 
C (sings):          “Amen,” that is, “So shall it be.” 

Confirm our faith and hope in Thee, 
that we may doubt not, but believe 
what here we ask we shall receive. 
Thus in Thy name and at Thy Word 
We say: Amen.  Oh, hear us, Lord! 

 
P: Behold, He who was to come has come. 
C: We welcome Him with thankful hearts. 
P: Behold, He who has come is coming again. 
C: We wait for Him with fervent faith. 
P: He who testifies to these things says, “Yes, I am coming soon.” 
C: Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus, come. 
P: The grace of the Lord Jesus be with God’s people. 
C: Amen. 
 
Hymn (We bring our Offering forward) #3* (stanzas 3,5) 
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Serving the Lord and us: 

Pastor Nathan Cordes                   LES Student Choir 3:30 PM 
3:30 Organist: Bob Wolff            7:00 Pianist: Sandi Rodman 
Audiovisual Tech: Chris Fischer 
November 30 Ushers:   3:30—Ken & Mary Hoops  

7:00—J Lortscher& P Theil 
 
Come again for worship on Sunday mornings at 9:00. 


